4                                            PKEFACE.
Since this work is designed only for laymen, however, the author may well quote the maxim that "the man who is his own lawyer has a fool for a client." The brief synopsis of the Jaw herein given, therefore, is not intended to remove the necessity of consulting a lawyer on all important matters, but only to enable one to steer clear of some of the legal pitfalls which lie in the way of every business man and especially of engineers.
Since custom has laid on engineers and architects the duty of writing specifications and contracts, it is well for them to know something of the legal ground they are forced to traverse. The first part of this work is intended, therefore, to serve as a cautionary warning against legal entanglements, rather than as a counselor or guide through such difficulties. The synopsis of the Law of Contracts as here given has been revised by a very competent legal authority, and the author is indebted to him for many valuable suggestions and corrections. It probably will not mislead one into trouble, though it may not always point the way out.
The author also wishes to acknowledge his indebtedness to the many prominent engineers who have kindly sent him copies of their latest specifications for use in this work, and he has acknowledged this debt in the body of the book by appending to each quotation the initials of the person quoted. A key to these initials is given on page 6.
The illustrative examples of engineering specifications given in Part III are selected so as to cover a wide field with as little repetition as possible. They are not given to be blindly copied, but rather as illustrating a good method of treating the subject, and to serve as patterns as to manner as well as to matter. As the best engineers seldom copy their own specifications or use them unchanged a second time, much less can one safely copy unchanged the specifications of another. In fact the writing of engineering specifications is wisely left for engineers of large experience, but as the younger men have to

